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On August the fourth, we were kindly invited
to attend a cultural exchange concert by mister
Hongo.

The concert took place at the splendid land-
house of mister Hongo near Itoshima, Fukuoka
prefecture.

We were treated with a free concert by the
famous Chinese erhu musician George Gao and
his piano accompanist Yorika Kimura.

They surprised us with many original compo-
sitions and transcriptions for this special and
typical Chinese instrument which was warmly
greeted by the public.

After the intermission we played several
pieces as well and after us sang a Taiwanese
soprano.

Afterwards we were treated with a Chinese
dinner. This evening brought together people
from several Asian and European cultures in a
warm and [riendly atmosphere. One cannot
stress how important this is, given the strained
political relations of this moment.

Music can foster much beltter relations
between people and bring mutual respect for
one another's cultures.

One can only say a sincere and heartfell

"thank you!" to be able to take part in such an
exchange.
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What might I leave you as my lasting legacy,
Flowers in springtime, the cuckoo singing all
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The yellow leaves ol autumn
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May this bench be enjoyed by all
who wish to appreciate the beauty
of this park and sculptures
Time is precious-Remember il you
cross paths with someone today,
leave that person with a smile
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